
 

 

 

   Ali Baba is a fictional character based in Ancient Arabia’s tale of Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves. 

Some critics believe that this story was added to One Thousand and One Nights by one of its European 

translators, Antoine Galland, an 18th-century French orientalist who may have heard it in oral form 

from an Arab story-teller from Aleppo. However, Richard F. Burton claimed it to be part of the original 

One Thousand and One Nights. This story has also been used as a popular pantomime plot.  

 

   Ali Baba probably lived in a village near the forests of Northern Iran. Ali Baba and his elder brother 

Kassim were the sons of a wealthy Merchant. After the death of their father, the greedy Kassim 

outcasts Ali Baba from their father's inheritance and buisness. The young Ali Baba collects valued fire-

wood in the forest and happens to overhear a group of forty thieves visiting their treasure store in the 

forest where he is cutting wood. The treasure is in a cave, the mouth of which is sealed by magic. It 

opens on the words "Open, Simsim" (commonly written as "Open Sesame" in English), and seals itself 

on the words "Close, Simsim" ("Close Sesame"). When the thieves are gone, Ali Baba enters the cave 

himself, and takes some of the treasure home. 

 

   Ali Baba borrows his sister-in-law's scales to weigh this new wealth of gold coins. Unbeknownst to 

Ali, his brother's wife has put a blob of wax in the scales to find out what Ali is using them for. To her 

shock, she finds a gold coin sticking to the scales and tells her husband, Ali Baba's rich and greedy 

brother, Kassim. Ali Baba tells Kassim about the cave. Kassim goes to the cave to take more of the 

treasure, but in his greed and excitement over the treasures forgets the magic words to get back out of 

the cave. The thieves find him there, and kill him. When his brother does not come back, Ali Baba goes 

to the cave to look for him, and finds the body, cut into many pieces and displayed just inside the 

entrance of the cave to discourage any similar attempts in the future. Ali Baba brings the body home 

and, with the help of 

Morgiana, a clever slave-

g i r l  i n  K a s s i m ' s 

household, Ali finds an 

old tailor known as Baba 

Mustafa whom he pays, 

blindfolds, and leads to 

Kassim's house. There, 

overnight, the tailor 

stitches Kassim back 

together, so that no one 

will be suspicious. Ali 

and his family are able to 

give Kassim a proper 

burial without anyone 

a s k i n g  a w k w a r d 

questions. 

 

   The thieves, finding the 

body gone, realize that 

yet another person must 

know their secret, and set 

out to track him down.  
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One of the thieves goes down to the town and asks around. He discovers that a tailor was seen leaving a 

house in the early morning, and guesses that the house must belong to the thieves' victim. The thief 

finds the tailor Mustafa and asks him to lead the way to the house. The tailor is blindfolded again, and 

in this state he is able to find the house. The thief marks the door with a symbol. The plan is for the 

other thieves to come back that night and kill everyone in the house. However, the thief has been seen 

by Morgiana and she, loyal to her master, foils his plan by marking all the houses in the neighborhood 

with a similar marking.  

 

   When the 40 thieves return that night, they cannot identify the correct house and the head thief kills 

the unfortunate man. The next day, the thieves try again, only this time, a chunk is chipped out of the 

stone step at Ali Baba's front door. Again Morgiana foils the plan by making similar chips in all the 

other doorsteps. The second thief is killed for his stupidity as well. At last, the head thief goes and 

looks for himself. This time, he memorizes every detail he can of the exterior of Ali Baba's house. 

 

   The chief of the thieves pretends to be an oil merchant in need of Ali Baba's hospitality, bringing 

with him mules loaded with thirty-eight oil jars, one filled with oil, the other thirty-seven with the other 

remaining thieves. Once Ali Baba is asleep, the thieves plan to kill him. Again, Morgiana discovers and 

foils the plan, killing the thirty-seven thieves in their oil jars by pouring boiling oil on them. When their 

leader comes to rouse his men, he discovers that they are dead, and escapes. 

 

   To exact revenge, after some time the thief establishes himself as a merchant, befriends Ali Baba's 

son (who is now in charge of the late Kassim's business), and is invited to dinner at Ali Baba's house. 

The thief is recognized by Morgiana, who performs a dance with a dagger for the diners and plunges it 

into the heart of 

the thief when he 

is off his guard. 

Ali Baba is at first 

a n g r y  w i t h 

Morgiana, but 

when he finds out 

the thief tried to 

kill him, he gives 

Morgiana her 

f r e ed o m  an d 

marries her to his 

son. Thus, the 

story ends happily 

for  ever yone 

except the forty 

t h i e v e s  a n d 

Kassim. 
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 Ali Baba! 


