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California’s Sugar Bowl
Sugar Bowl is a ski and snowboard area in northern Placer County near Norden, California along the
Donner Pass of the Sierra Nevada, approximately 46 mi (74 km) west of Reno, Nevada on Interstate 80,
that opened on December 15, 1939. Sugar Bowl is a medium sized ski area in the Lake Tahoe region, and
is well known for its long history, significant advanced terrain, high annual snowfall and being one of the
closest ski areas to the San Francisco Bay Area. Sugar Bowl's terrain is 17% Beginner, 45% Intermediate
and 38% Advanced.
Sugar Bowl was founded by Hannes Schroll and a group of individual investors and is one of the few
remaining privately owned resorts in the Lake Tahoe area. Sugar Bowl was the first ski area in California
to install a chairlift and the first on the west coast to install a gondola lift.
The mountain peaks of Mt. Judah and Mt. Lincoln, that eventually became the ski slopes of the Sugar
Bowl ski resort, were a part of the American pioneers route, back in the 1800s. A part of the California
wagon trail called Roller Pass ran between Mt. Judah and Mt. Lincoln. It was one of the wagon trails
through Donner Pass that was used by settlers and prospectors, on the Emigrant Trail. Today, the same
pass can be reached by way of the Pacific Crest Trail or a new trail created
by Sugar Bowl ski resort, in 1994, called the Mt. Judah Loop trail.
Sugar Bowl is one of the oldest and longest running ski resorts on the
west coast, having been in operation for over 70 years. During the last several decades Sugar Bowl ski resort has replaced its older double chair lifts
and added new quad lifts to open up new trails on its 4 mountain peaks, Mt.
Judah, Mt. Lincoln, Mt. Disney and the Crows Nest Peak. A 10-year expansion of the resort began in 1992, with addition of a new parking lot and a
lodge at the base of Mt. Judah, a pedestrian village and more off-slope facilities.
Another addition came in 1999 with the founding of the Sugar Bowl
Academy (SBA), a college preparatory high school for competitive skiers.
The most notable alumni graduate from the ski academy has been Katie
Hitchcock who was selected to join and train with the U.S. Ski Team.
A new ski race was added at Sugar Bowl in 2004. Six skiers or snowboarders race down the hill at the same time, known as a skier cross-style
format. 2010 Vancouver Olympic Games competitor Daron Rahlves and
his sister Shannon, both won the event back to back in 2009 and 2010 for
the men and women. [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Sugar_Bowl_Ski_Resort]

