
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   This month marks the 239th anniversary of the United States Marine Corps, and it all started because... 

 

   The Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia on 9 November 1775, consulting the Naval 

Committee to send an amphibious expedition to Halifax in Nova Scotia. Congress was convinced that 
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sending marines to fight at sea and engage military operations ashore were paramount in destroying an 

important British naval base in Halifax. On 10 November 1775, the Naval Committee was directed by 

Congress to raise two marine battalions at the Continental expense. The United States Marine Corps still 

celebrates 10 November, as its official birthday.  

 

   Despite their stellar service in foreign engagements, the Marine Corps played only a minor role during 

the Civil War (1861–1865); their most important task was blockade duty and other ship-board battles, but 

were mobilized for a handful of operations as the war progressed. On the opposite side of the lines, the 

Congress of the Confederate States authorized the creation of the Confederate States Marine Corps on 16 

March 1861. 

 

   During the Spanish–American War (1898), Marines would lead American forces ashore in the 

Philippines, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, demonstrating their readiness for deployment. At the Battle of 

Cienfuegos, Marines from the USS Marblehead and USS Nashville cut undersea telegraph cables under 

heavy Spanish fire to support the blockade of Cuba, 12 of them earning the Medal of Honor for their 

actions. The 1st Battalion, under Lt. Col Robert W. Huntington, invaded and captured Guantánamo Bay in 

order to set up an advanced base and refueling station for the fleet. In the seizure of Cuzco Well, a Spanish 

counterattack was aided by friendly fire from the USS Dolphin, and Sergeant John H. Quick would later 

receive the Medal of Honor for braving both Spanish rifle fire and naval gunfire to signal the Dolphin and 

shift fire. 

 

   Between 1900 and 1916, the Marine Corps continued its record of participation in foreign expeditions, 

especially in the Caribbean and Central and South America, which included Panama, Cuba, Veracruz, 

Haiti, Santo Domingo, and Nicaragua. These actions became known as the "Banana Wars", and the 

experiences gained in counter-insurgency and guerrilla operations during this period were consolidated 
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into the Small Wars Manual in 1935. Action in these places south of the United States continued through 

World War I, and after for many. Many of these actions were part of the Monroe Doctrine; that is, the 

efforts of the United States to prevent further colonization and interference in the Western Hemisphere. 

Marines occasionally had to fight against their reputation as the private army of the State Department. A 

total of 93 Marines would die throughout the various conflicts. 

 

   In World War I, battle-tested, veteran Marines served a central role in the United States' entry into the 

conflict. Its most famous action of the war was their celebrated Battle of Belleau Wood, then the largest in 

the history of the Corps, creating their reputation in modern history. Rallying under the battle cries of 

"Retreat? Hell, we just got here!" and "Come on, you sons of bitches, do you want to live forever?", the 

Marines drove German forces from the area.  

 

   In World War II, the Marines played a central role in the Pacific War, participating in nearly every 

significant battle. The Corps also saw its peak growth as it expanded from two brigades to 475,000 

Marines, the highest in its history. The battles of Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, Peleliu, Iwo Jima, Guam, 

and Okinawa saw fierce fighting between U.S. Marines and the Imperial Japanese Army.  

 

    In the Korean War, the Battle of Chosin Reservoir entered Marine lore as an example of the toughness 

and resolve of the Marine. Marines would continue a battle of attrition around the 38th Parallel until the 

1953 armistice. 

 

   Vietnam, Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan...the Marines were always there. There’s just no room to detail their 

exploits here. And wherever the next problem arises which needs the military, the Marines will be there as 

well.  
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