Collecting Disney Art!

by
Mike Prero

When you think of Disney and matchcovers, one tends
to think of covers from the amusement parks: Disneyland,
Disney World, EuroDisney, etc. But when we’re talking
about covers sporting actual Disney art, you might be
surprised to learn that there’s more of such art to be found
in the Military category than any other.
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In 1940, construction was completed on Disney's
Burbank studio. The staff swelled to more than 1,000
artists, animators, story men and technicians. And luckily
so, for during World War II, 94 percent of the Disney
facilities were engaged in special government work,
including the production of training and propaganda films
for the armed services, health films which are still shown
throughout the world by the U.S. State Department—and
Faioae the creation of logos for various military units. The
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"All the adversity I've had in
my life, all my troubles and
obstacles, have strengthened
me... You may not realize it
when it happens, but a kick in
the teeth may be the best thing
in the world for you."
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Disney-Pepsi Set
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comedy short subjects, deemed highly essential to
civilian and military morale.

There are some very nice Disney sets of art work
available in the Military area. The most famous, of
course, is the Disney-Pepsi set, 48 20-strikes from
D.D. Bean, issued during World War II. Each cover is
numbered, as shown here, and each features a unique
Disney drawing

Indeed, almost all of the covers here come from the
World War II period. Maryland Match Company, as a
further example, came out with a set of 20 20-strikes
in 1942 (and I believe there were one or two variation
sets). The set was done for the National Match
Company. I don’t have the entire set, but the ones I
do have all seem to have a yellow background. If
anyone does have the entire Maryland set, I would
certainly appreciate getting a listing, similar to the
one shown here, so I can run it in a future issue...and
I’d also like to have it, myself!

Aside from these wonderful sets, there are also a
number (at least) of singles, some of which are
pictured on page one, including, note, a 40-strike. I
don’t seem to have any examples in a 30-strike size.

I didn’t specifically go through my Navy Ships for
further examples, but I do know that there are some—
the Post-War U.S.S. Dionysus (AR-21) cover, for
one.

Plus, there are additional Disney art covers to be
seen among Military collections which are not
specifically labeled “Walt Disney,” Disney,” Disney
Productions,” etc. For example, covers from the
Anacostia (DC) Naval Reserve Aviation Base and
Jacksonville (FL) Naval Air Station sport Donald
Duck drawings.

All in all, we’re probably looking at 100+ covers in
this area—a nice small category, and yet one offering
ample challenges even for the veteran collector. You
can bet that Disney collectors outside the hobby
scoop up such covers whenever they come across
any...and I’d just as soon see those covers stay inside
the hobby, so you might consider starting on them
yourself.



