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Mileage Charts

Over the years, I’ve known at least a few collectors who collected mileage chart covers, although it was a
recent conversation of Sierra-Diablo President Loren Moore that made me take a real look at this category.

As shown here, mileage charts can be found in at least 20, 30, and 40-strike sizes. I don’t think I’ve ever
seen one on a 10-strike or Midget. The actual charts are always on the inside of the covers /watch someone
write in and point out that he has several on the outside!]. And, almost all of these covers are older covers,
although there are certainly some mileage charts to be seen on a relatively few newer covers. And that
means that the great majority of covers, here, are front-strikes. So, if you’re looking for them, your chances
are much better looking through older covers than new.

Talking to Loren, my immediate question was how does one organize a collection of mileage charts? So,
he showed me how he does it, and it was quite interesting. Loren has them by location, since they all show
the mileage from a certain town. What was especially interesting...and challenging!...was that he tries to
cross reference each one. Thus, if he has a mileage chart showing the distance, say, from Des Moines to
Boise, he especially looks for a mileage chart showing the distance from Boise to Des Moines. He showed
me several examples of such pairings, but one can well imagine what a goal that i1s! ...Another good
example of one of the prime factors in collecting being the challenge.../probably has something to do with
man’s primordial urge to hunt!]

I don’t believe Loren mentioned how many mileage charts he currently has, but my bulging data base
shows that Larry Martin, AZ, reported having 382 back in May 1999. There has to be many more than that,
though.
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