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   I recently ran cross this cover and realized I really had no idea what the DIA was all about—although I’m 

undoubtedly paying for it! So... 

 

   The Defense Intelligence Agency is a Department of Defense combat support agency and an important 

member of the United States Intelligence Community. With more than 16,500 military and civilian 

employees worldwide, DIA is a major producer and manager of foreign military intelligence. It provides 

military intelligence to war fighters, defense policymakers and force planners, in the Department of Defense 

and the Intelligence Community, in support of U.S. military planning and operations and weapon systems 

acquisition.  The Director of DIA is a three-star military officer who serves as principal adviser to the 

Secretary of Defense and to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on matters of military intelligence. 

[http://www.dia.mil/thisisdia/intro/index.htm] Uh huh! So...what does it really do? Does it have anything to 

do with Area 51 and Roswell?... 

 

   I guess not, because it wasn’t established until 1961. During the 1960s, DIA analysts focused on: China's 

detonation of an atomic bomb and the launching of its Cultural Revolution; increasing unrest among 

African nations; fighting in Cyprus and Kashmir; and the missile gap between the US and the Soviets. In 

the late 1960s, crises that tested intelligence responsiveness included: the Tet Offensive in Vietnam; the Six

-Day War between Egypt and Israel; continuing troubles in Africa, particularly 

Nigeria; North Korea's seizure of the USS Pueblo; and the Warsaw Pact invasion of 

Czechoslovakia. 

 

The early 1970s were transitional years as the Agency shifted its focus from 

consolidating its functions and establishing itself as a credible producer of national 

intelligence. DIA came of age in the 1980s by focusing heavily on the intelligence 

needs of both field commanders and national-level decision makers. DIA's 

publication in 1981 of the first in a series of whitepapers on the strengths and 

capabilities of Soviet military forces titled Soviet Military Power met with wide 

acclaim. Ten such booklets were published subsequently over roughly the next 

decade.  Subsequently, the Agency provided threat data on "hot spots" throughout 

the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, while assessing the impact of changes in the 

USSR, Eastern Europe, and, to a lesser degree, Asia. DIA also supported decision 

makers with intelligence concerning the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, 

events surrounding the downing of several Libyan jets, the civil war in Liberia, and 

the investigation of the downing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

Weapons acquisition issues, counter-narcotics, and counter-terrorism, likewise, 
remained high priority issues.  

 

   Since the September 11 terrorist attacks, DIA has been active in nuclear 

proliferation intelligence collection and analysis with particular interests in North 

Korea and Iran as well as counter-terrorism. [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Defense_Intelligence_Agency 


