
 

 

 

[I received this e-mail April 8th: “Hi. My name is Jaime Russo and my father invented the click 

bookmatch. Patent #2470523 was his. His name was Giuseppe R. Russo, but everyone knew him as 

Pippo. He was born in Catania, Sicily in 1894 and died in Stamford, Ct. in 1955 two months before my 

sixth birthday and several years after getting his patent. My mother received a 

check for $200 every month until the patent expired. That check saved our small 

family. I would love to get some of these matchbooks to pass on to my daughter 

and grandchildren. I haven't seen any since I was a teenager. Please advise. I 

can be reached at 386-437-3925 or e-mail reply (twx1000@hotmail.com). 

Thank you for your attention. Regards, Jaime”  Would someone help him out, 

please?] 
 

   From the article below, in case it’s not readable...“Mr. Russo and his wife 

were visiting in New Jersey, one spring day, and playing cards on their hosts’ 

lawn. Mr. Russo lit a match just as a gust of wind blew up. The flame shot out,  
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burning his face and hand. 

 

   “I started thinking about it,” he recalls. The result of his thoughts, “Click” match books, are now 

being used at such places as Neiman-Marcus department store in Dallas, Tex.; City National Bank in 

Baton Rouge, La.... 

 

   Mr. Russo’s invention looks just like the usual 

cardboard version. But the matches themselves are made 

of wood, and the cardboard jacket closes at the top over 

the match heads instead of at the bottom on the striker 

strip. The book closes, adds Mr. Russo, with a “click”.” 
 

....And now you know...the rest of the story! 
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