
Cincinnati’s Cincinnati Zoo 

 

   The Zoological Society of Cincinnati was founded in 1873 and officially opened its doors in 1875, 

making the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden the second oldest Zoo in the United States. The Zoo’s 

original animal collection was very small, originally consisting of just eight monkeys, two grizzly bears, 

three deer, six raccoons, two elk, a buffalo, a hyena, a tiger, an alligator, a circus elephant, and over four 

hundred birds, including a talking crow. The Zoo was founded on 65 acres in the middle of the city, and 

since then has acquired some of the surrounding blocks and several reserves in Cincinnati’s suburbs. 

 

  The Zoo has long been successful at captive breeding, starting with trumpeter swans and sea lions back 

in the 1880s.  The Lindner Center for Conservation and Research of Endangered Wildlife (CREW) was 

founded in 1986 to strengthen the tradition. The research conducted here has made the Cincinnati Zoo an 

international leader in the protection and propagation of endangered animals and plants around the world. 

 

   Rated by peer zoological parks as one of the best zoos in the nation, the Cincinnati Zoo continues to set 

the standard for conservation, education and preservation of wild animals and wild spaces. Over 1.2 

million people visit the Zoo annually. The Zoo features more than 500 animal and 3,000 plant species, 

making it one of the largest Zoo collections in the country.  

 
[http://cincinnatizoo.org/about-us/history-and-vision/] 
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