
The Giants 
 

   The San Francisco Giants are a Major League Baseball team based in San Francisco, California that 

plays in the National League West Division. Originally known as the New York Giants, the team moved 

to San Francisco in 1958. 

 

   As one of the longest-established professional baseball teams, the franchise has won the most games of 

any team in the history of American baseball, and any North American professional sports team. They 

have won 22 National League pennants and appeared in 19 World Series competitions – both records in 

the National League. The Giants' 7 World Series Championships rank second in the National League (the 

St. Louis Cardinals have won 11) and fifth overall (behind the New York Yankees (27), St. Louis Cardi-

nals (11), Oakland Athletics (9), and the Boston Red Sox (8)). The Giants have played in the World Series 

19 times but boycotted the event in 1904. 

 

   The Giants have the most Hall of Fame players in all of professional baseball. The Giants' rivalry with 

the Dodgers is one of the longest-standing and biggest rivalries in American baseball. The teams began 

their rivalry as the New York Giants and Brooklyn Dodgers, respectively, before moving west for the 

1958 season. 

 

   The Giants played at the Polo Grounds in Manhattan, New York, until the close of the 1957 season, after 

which they moved west to California to become the San Francisco Giants. As the New York Giants, they 

won 14 pennants and 5 World Series championships behind managers such as John McGraw and Bill 

Terry and players like Christy Mathewson, Carl Hubbell, Mel Ott, Bobby Thomson, and Willie Mays. The 

Giants have won five pennants and two World Series championships since arriving in San Francisco. 

 

   In 2000, after forty years, the Giants 

bade farewell to Candlestick Park and, as 

long advocated, moved into a privately 

financed downtown stadium (AT&T Park, 

originally Pacific or "Pac" Bell Park and 

later renamed SBC Park). The Giants rou-

tinely sell out their new nearly 43,000-seat 

state-of-the-art stadium built for the 21st 

century, whereas paltry paid attendances 

of less than 10,000 were not uncommon in 

Candlestick despite its nearly 60,000 seat-

ing capacity, although by the 1999 season 

the Giants did manage to draw about 

25,000 fans per game. The team in its 

striking new location annually vies for 

highest MLB season attendance in contrast 

to often having lowest attendance in the 

NL (or close to it) before. 

 

...And, of course, as of this writing, The 

Giants are on their way to the 2014 World 

Series! [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

San_Francisco_Giants] 


