
History 101 

 

The Pony Express 
 

   The Pony Express was a mail service delivering messages, newspapers, mail, 

and small packages from St. Joseph, Missouri, across the Great Plains, over the 

Rocky Mountains and the Sierra Nevada to Sacramento, California, by 

horseback, using a series of relay stations. 

 

   Officially operating as the Leavenworth and Pike's Peak Express Company of 1859, in 1860 it 

became the Central Overland California and Pikes Peak Express Company; this firm was founded by 

William H. Russell, Alexander Majors, and William B. Waddell, all of whom were notable in the 

freighting business. 

 

   During its 19 months of operation, it reduced the time for messages to travel between the Atlantic and 

Pacific coasts to about 10 days. From April 3, 1860 to October 1861, it became the West's most direct 

means of east–west communication before the telegraph was established and was vital for tying the 

new state of California with the rest of the United States. 

 

   Wells Fargo used the Pony Express logo for its guard and armored car service. The logo continued to 

be used when other companies took over the security business into the 1990s. From 2001, the Pony 

Express logo is no longer used for security businesses since 

the business has been sold. 

 

   The United States Postal Service has trademarked "Pony 

Express" along with "Air 

Mail". 

 

   The Pony Express route 

has been designated the 

Pony Express National 

H i s t o r i c  T r a i l . 

Approximately 120 historic 

sites along the trail may 

eventually be open to the 

public, including 50 stations 

or station ruins. [https://

e n . wik i ped ia .o r g /w ik i /

Pony_Express] 

 

   The two ironic parts about 
the Pony Express are 1) 

Despite it being so famous, 

it only lasted 19 months; 

and 2) The basic idea of a 

Pony Express goes all the 

way back to Ancient Persia. 

 


