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   Bus Lines 
  

  Buses can have a capacity as high as 300 passengers. The most common type of bus is the single-decker 

rigid bus, with larger loads carried by double-decker and articulated buses, and smaller loads carried by 

midibuses and minibuses; coaches are used for longer-distance services. Many types of buses, such as city 

transit buses and inter-city coaches, charge a fare. Other types, such as elementary or secondary school 

buses or shuttle buses within a post-secondary education campus do not charge a fare. In many 

jurisdictions, bus drivers require a special licence above and beyond a regular driver's license. 

 

   Buses may be used for scheduled bus transport, scheduled coach transport, school transport, private hire, 

or tourism; promotional buses may be used for political campaigns and others are privately operated for a 

wide range of purposes, including rock and pop band tour vehicles. 

 

   Horse-drawn buses were used from the 1820s, followed by steam buses in the 1830s, and electric 

trolleybuses in 1882. The first internal combustion engine buses, or motor buses, were used in 1895. 

Recently, interest has been growing in hybrid electric buses, fuel cell buses, and electric buses, as well as 

ones powered by compressed natural gas or biodiesel. As of the 2010s, bus manufacturing is increasingly 

globalised, with the same designs appearing around the world. 

    

   The most well-known bus lines here in the US today are Greyhound and Trailways. 

 

   Greyhound's first route began in Hibbing, Minnesota in 1914, and the company adopted the name The 

Greyhound Corporation in 1929. Since October 2007, Greyhound has been a 

subsidiary of British transportation company FirstGroup, but continues to be based 

in Dallas, Texas, where it has been headquartered since 1987. Greyhound and 

sister companies in FirstGroup America are the largest motorcoach operators in the 

United States and Canada. 

 

   Greyhound Lines had grown so quickly in the 1920s and 1930s that the Interstate 

Commerce Commission encouraged smaller independent operators to form the 

NTBS to provide 

c o m p e t i t i o n . 

Unlike Greyhound, 

which centralized 

o w n e r s h i p , 

Trailways member 

companies became 

a  f o r m i d a b l e 

competitor while 

s t a y i n g  a n 

associat ion of 

a l m o s t  1 0 0 

s e p a r a t e 

c o m p a n i e s . 

[Wikipedia] 


