
 

Monterey’s Laguna Seca Raceway 

 

   WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca is a paved road racing track in central California used for both auto 

racing and motorcycle racing, built in 1957 near both Salinas and Monterey, California, United States. The 

racetrack is 2.238 miles long, with a 180 feet elevation change. Its eleven turns are highlighted by the cir-

cuit's signature turn, the downhill-plunging "Corkscrew" at Turns 8 and 8A. A variety of racing, exhibi-

tion, and entertainment events are held at the raceway, ranging from superkarts to sports car racing to mu-

sic festivals. The name Laguna Seca is Spanish for "dry lagoon": the area where the track now lies was 

once a lake, and the course was built around the dry lake bed. After the course was reconfigured, two arti-

ficial ponds were added. 
 

   The track's primary corporate sponsor is WeatherTech which began April 2018. A study by California 

State University, Monterey Bay and commissioned by SCRAMP states that the raceway generates $62.1 

million to the Monterey County economy and $5.2 million in state and local taxes.  
 

   Major events each year include the US round of the World Superbike Championship (held in conjunc-

tion with a round of the MotoAmerica championship), Monterey Sports Car Championships (WeatherTech 

SportsCar Championship), and the Monterey Historics for classic racecars.  
 

   Laguna Seca and the part of the old Fort Ord that is now Bureau of Land 

Management land annually host the Sea Otter Classic "Celebration of Cy-

cling". The event has now become the largest cycling festival in the United 

States, bringing in over 10,000 racers and over 100,000 spectators - and is 

now the first major event of the year, typically held in April – for both the 

road bike and mountain bike professional seasons.  
 

   Several times each year, bicycles are permitted on the track for 2 hours. 

The admission fee is $10 per bicycle rider. Laguna Seca served as the finish 

line for Stage 4 

of the 2016 Am-

gen Tour of Cali-

fornia bicycle 

race. On Septem-

ber 17, 1987, 

Pope John Paul 

II celebrated 

mass at Laguna 

Seca Raceway, 

where 72,000 

people had gath-

ered to see him.  
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