
The Salvation Army 

 

   The Army was founded in 1865 in London by one-time Methodist circuit-preacher William Booth. 

Originally known as the East London Christian Mission, in 1878 Booth reorganized the mission, be-

coming its first General and introducing the military structure which has been retained to the present 

day. The current world leader of The Salvation Army is General André Cox, who was elected by the 

High Council of The Salvation Army on 3 August 2013. 

 

   As of September 1, 2015, the Salvation Army operates in 127 countries and provides services in 175 

different languages. For administrative purposes, the Salvation Army divides itself geographically into 

territories, which are then sub-divided into divisions. In larger areas, regional and area commands are 

also introduced as sub-divisions of divisions. Each territory has an administrative hub known as territo-

rial headquarters. Likewise, each division has a divisional headquarters. Each of these territories is led 

by a territorial commander who receives orders from the Salvation Army's International Headquarters 

in London. A territory is normally led by an officer holding the rank of colonel (for small territories) or 

commissioner for larger territories. In some countries, the work of The Salvation Army may be called a 

command, led by a command commander. A larger command is typically led by an officer holding the 

rank of colonel.  

 

   Its stated membership (as quoted from 2010 Year Book) includes 16,938 active and 9,190 retired of-

ficers, 1,122,326 soldiers, 189,176 Adherents, 39,071 Corps Cadets, 378,009 Junior Soldiers, around 

104,977 other employees and more than 4.5 million volunteers. Members of The Salvation Army also 

include "adherents", these are people who do not make the commitment to be a soldier but who for-

mally recognize The Salvation Army as their church. (According to the 2006 Salvation Army Year 

Book, in the United States there are 85,148 Senior Soldiers and 28,377 Junior Soldiers, 17,396 Adher-

ents and around 60,000 employees.) The Salvation Army 

is estimated to hold 0.3% share among the worldwide 

Protestant population. 

 

   The Salvation Army is one of the world's largest pro-

viders of social aid, with expenditures, including operat-

ing costs. of $2.6 billion in 2004, helping more than 32 

million people in the U.S. alone. In addition to commu-

nity centers and disaster relief, the organization does 

work in refugee camps, especially among displaced peo-

ple in Africa. The Salva-

tion Army has received an 

A- rating from the Ameri-

can Institute of Philan-

thropy.  The Salvation 

Army is the second largest 

charity in the United 

States, with private dona-

tions of almost $2 billion 

for the fiscal year ending 

30 September 2007. 
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