
 

  

 

 

 

  There are eight million stories in my albums. This is one of them... 

 

   Clyde Steamship Company was a steamship transportation company connecting New York City to 

Florida as well as routes to Boston and Providence, Cuba, New Orleans, and various Keys. William P. 

Clyde organized the company in 1874 and acquired various ships including the steamboat Beverly, Bristol, 

Philadelphia, Alliance, A.C. Stimers (likely named for Alban C. Stimers), May Flower, Ann Eliza (perhaps 

named for Ann Eliza Young) and the canal boats City of Buffalo and Catherine Moan. 

 

   In 1882 it had sailings along the west coast of Florida, to New Orleans, down to Key West and Havana. 

By 1899, it had lines from New York to Wilmington, Brunswick, New York to Philadelphia, Philadelphia 

to Norfolk, New York to the West Indies, from Boston, 

Providence, and New York to Jacksonville, Florida as well as a 

St. John River Line. The steamships connected to rail lines in 

Florida. Frederick Douglas wrote about his dealings with the 

company in his autobiography. He was trying to establish a 

steamship line to Haiti. 

 

   In 1902, the company advertised tri-weekly sailings from 

Jacksonville to New York with a stop in Charleston, South 

Carolina as well as its St. Johns River line with the City of 

Jacksonville and routes to Providence and 

Boston, also stopping in Charleston. 

Captains with the line included Augustus 

Chelton and David Kemp. 

 


