
 

 

 

   Today, North Texas is centered upon the Dallas–Fort Worth Metroplex, the largest metropolitan 

area in Texas and the Southern United States. People in the Dallas and Fort Worth areas sometimes use 

the terms "Metroplex", "DFW", and "North Texas" interchangeably. However, North Texas refers to a 

much larger area that includes many rural counties along the northern border. During the early years of 

the Civil War, there were many Unionists in the rural counties, as there were few slaveholders. Many 

of the largest cities in North Texas outside Dallas and Fort Worth still follow a rural Southern way of 

life, especially in dialect, mannerisms, religion, and cuisine. 

 

   Three years after Texas achieved independence, John Neely Bryan surveyed the area around present-

day Dallas. In 1839, accompanied by his dog and a Cherokee he called Ned, he planted a stake in the 

ground on a bluff located near three forks of the Trinity River and left. Two years later, in 1841, he re-

turned to establish a permanent settlement named Dallas.  

 

   The origin of the name is uncertain. The official historical marker states it was named after Vice 

President George M. Dallas of Philadelphia.  However, this is disputed. Other potential theories for the 

origin include his brother, Commodore Alexander James Dallas, as well as brothers Walter R. Dallas or 

James R. Dallas.  

 

   A further theory gives the origin as the village of Dallas, Moray, Scotland, similar to the 

way Houston, Texas was named after Sam Houston whose ancestors came from the Scottish village 

of Houston, Renfrewshire. The Republic of Texas was annexed by the United States in 1845 and Dallas 

County was established the following year. Dallas was 

formally incorporated as a city on February 2, 1856. In 

the mid-1800s, a group of French Socialists estab-

lished La Réunion, a short-lived community, along the 

Trinity River in what is now West Dallas. 

 

   With the construction of railroads, Dallas became a 

business and trading center and was booming by the 

end of the 19th century. It became an industrial city, 

attracting workers from Texas, the South, and 

the Midwest. The Praetorian Building in Dallas of 15 

stories, built in 1909, was the first skyscraper west 

of the Mississippi and the tallest building in Texas for 

some time. It marked the prominence of Dallas as a 

city. A racetrack for thoroughbreds was built and their 

owners established the Dallas Jockey Club. Trotters 

raced at a track in Fort Worth, where a similar drivers 

club was based. The rapid expansion of population in-

creased competition for jobs and housing. 

 

   In 1921, Mexican president Álvaro Obregón., along 

with the former revolutionary general visited Down-

town Dallas's Mexican Park in Little Mexico. The 

small neighborhood of Little Mexico was home to a 
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Latin American population that had been drawn to Dallas by factors including the American Dream, 

better living conditions, and the Mexican Revolution. 

 

   On November 22, 1963, United States President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on Elm Street 

while his motorcade passed through Dealey Plaza in Downtown Dallas. The upper two floors of the 

building from which assassin Lee Harvey Oswald shot Kennedy, the Texas School Book Depository, 

have been converted into a historical museum covering the former president's life and accomplish-

ments. Kennedy died at Parkland Memorial Hospital, 30 minutes after the shooting. 

 

   On July 7, 2016, multiple shots were fired at a peaceful protest in Downtown Dallas, held against the 

police killings of two black men from other states. The gunman, later identified as Micah Xavier John-

son, began firing at police officers at 8:58 p.m., killing five officers and injuring nine. Two bystanders 

were also injured. This marked the deadliest day for police since the September 11 attacks. Johnson 

told police during a standoff that he was upset about recent police shootings of black men and wanted 

to kill whites, especially white officers. Police resorted to a robot-delivered bomb, killing Johnson in-

side El Centro College. The shooting occurred only a few blocks away from Dealey Plaza. 

 

   In its beginnings, Dallas relied on farming, neighboring Fort Worth's Stockyards, and its prime loca-

tion on Native American trade routes to sustain itself. Dallas' key to growth came in 1873 with the con-

struction of multiple rail lines through the city. As Dallas grew and technology developed, cotton be-

came its boon and by 1900, Dallas was the largest inland cotton market in the world, becoming a leader 

in cotton gin machinery manufacturing.  

 

  Today, dominant sectors of its diverse economy include defense, financial services, information tech-

nology, telecommunications, and transportation. Dallas is home to 10 Fortune 500 companies within 

the city limits. Plus, the area has one of the largest concentrations of corporate headquarters for pub-

licly traded companies in the United States.   

 

   Additional major companies headquartered here include Comerica, NTT DATA Services, Regency 

Energy Partners, Atmos Energy, Neiman Marcus, Think Finance, 7-Eleven, Brinker International, Pri-

moris Services, AMS Pictures, id Software, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Chuck E. Cheese's, Zale Corpora-

tion, Fossil, Inc., AT&T, and American Airlines [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dallas#History]  
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