Harold Lloyd

Harold Clayton Lloyd Sr. (April 20, 1893 — March 8, 1971) was an American actor, comedian, and
stunt performer who appeared in many silent comedy films.

Lloyd is considered alongside Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton as one of the most influential film
comedians of the silent film era. Lloyd made nearly 200 comedy films, both silent and "talkies", be-
tween 1914 and 1947. His bespectacled "Glass" character was a resourceful, success-seeking go-getter
who matched the zeitgeist of the 1920s-era United States.

His films frequently contained "thrill sequences" of extended chase scenes and daredevil physical
feats. Lloyd hanging from the hands of a clock high above the street (in reality a trick shot) in Safety
Last! (1923) is considered one of the most enduring images in all of cinema. Lloyd performed the
lesser stunts himself, despite having injured himself in August 1919 while doing publicity pictures for
the Roach studio. An accident with a bomb mistaken as a prop resulted in the loss of the thumb and in-
dex finger of his right hand (the injury was disguised on future films with the use of a special prosthetic
glove, and was almost undetectable on the screen).

Although Lloyd's individual films were not as commercially successful as Chaplin's on average, he
was far more prolific (releasing 12 feature films in the 1920s while Chaplin released just four), and
made more money overall ($15.7 million to Chaplin's $10.5 million).

Lloyd studied colors and microscopy, and was very involved with photography, including 3D pho-
5 tography and color film experiments. Some of the earliest 2-color Technicolor
S AL tests were shot at his Beverly Hills home (these are included as extra material
in the Harold Lloyd Comedy Collection DVD Box Set). He became known for
his nude photographs of models, such as Bettie Page and stripper Dixie Evans,
for a number of men's magazines.
He also took photos of Marilyn
8| Monroe lounging at his pool in a
bathing suit, which were published
#| after her death. In 2004, his grand-
daughter Suzanne produced a book
“| of selections from his photographs,
| Harold Lloyd's Hollywood Nudes
in 3D! (ISBN 1-57912-394-5).

Lloyd also provided encourage-
ment and support for a number of
il younger actors, such as Debbie
Reynolds, Robert Wagner, and par-
ticularly Jack Lemmon, whom Har-
old declared as his own choice to |4
¥ | play him in a movie of his life and &S
- work.
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