
Leading Ladies of the 1930s 

   In large measure, the 1930's were the golden age 

for leading ladies.  The pre-code era allowed for not 

only women of strength, courage & independence to 

appear on the screen, but also behind the scenes as 

writers & directors.  Anita Loos & Frances Marion 

churned out award winning & profitable movies as 

writers, while Dorothy Arzner was credited with 

directing 10 features,  Stars like Mae West, Marlene 

Dietrich, Katherine Hepburn & Vivian Leigh were 

at their zenith in the 30's. The star system as de-

signed by the major studios was in full force making 

movies about women, without always pandering in 

making "women's pictures."   

 

   We all have our own favorites, but, arguably, 

here’s one list of the top 10 favorite—  Barbara 

Stanwyck, Miriam Hopkins, Carole Lombard, Clau-
dette Colbert, Norma Shearer, Jean Harlow, Greta 

Garbo, Joan Crawford, Myrna Loy, and Bette Davis 

 

 [http://www.top10filmlists.com/top-10-actresses-of-

the-1930s] 



 

 


