Women In Politics

Since 1789, only 2 percent of members of Congress have been women. In the Senate, from 1922-
2006, only 33 women have served in the Senate: 20 Democrats and 13 Republicans. In April 1917, the
first woman elected to any national legislature in a Western democracy took her seat in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Jeannette Rankin was elected to represent the state of Montana. [http://
www.onthisdeity.com/2nd-april-1917-]

That was on a national level, though, I’'m sure there were some women in elected office on a commu-
nity level before then, although we’ll probably never know who was actually the first, and when that
was. Unfortunately, I couldn’t find local community stats nationwide. That’s where you would find a
traditionally high percentage of women. Most court clerks, for example, seem to have been, and are,
women.

As the stats below show, women in domestic politics have been steadily increasing, but are still far
below where, statistically, they should be, especially considering that they outnumber males. Why? The
traditional answer has always been that most women are more concerned with home and family than
politics. But, The Huffington Post, in a 2014 article, cites a 2014 study that found that that’s actually
not the case:

"Political gatekeepers tend to recruit from their own
networks, and those are men who tend to operate in
pretty male-dominated networks," Lawless said in an

3% 7% N/A interview. "So there's not much evidence to suggest
3% 8% N/A there's any overt bias against potential female candi-
4% 10% 8% dates. It's just that they are not the ones that the elec-
4% 10% 9% toral gatekeepers are surrounding themselves with.
3% 11% 10% They're not the immediate names that come to
4% 11% 12% mind." [http.//www.huffingtonpost.com/2014]
4% 11% 13%
5% 14% 15% In any event, finding a political cover advertising a
5% 14% 16% woman is an ‘infrequent’ occurrence. And, the great
5% 14% 16% majority of those are for town and county positions,
6% 18% 18% rather than state and national slots.
10.1% 22.2% 20.5%
10.3% 25.9% 20.6% Also, as the stats here show, you chances of finding
11.0% 25.4% 21.6% these covers increases as you approach current times.
12.1% 27.6% 22.4%
13.6% 27.6% 22.4% I have yet to see any covers for a female presidential
13.6% 26.0% 22.4% candidate...and the first one was Victoria Claflin
15.0% 25.7% 22.4% Woodhull, later Victoria Woodhull Martin, an Ameri-
16.1% 24.1% 23.5% can leader of the woman's suffrage movement who ran
16.8% 22.6% 24.3% in 1872! Actually, there have been 38 Presidential can-
16.8% 22.1% 23.7% didates over the years (including Rosanne Barr!), but
16.8% 23.4% 23.7% none were from major political parties. Hilary Clinton
18.5% 23.0% 24.2% (the 39th) was the first.
18.7% 22.6% 24.3%
19.4% 24.7% 24.6% [http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/women-elective-office-
19.4% 24.7% 24.5% 2016]
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