Who Used Matchbooks to Advertise in the 1920s?

To answer that question, I took a look at 288 Lion Safety Firsts (1919-1928). Judging from the
location of the advertisers, it should be a representative sample. Most of these are a collection that I
purchased from Jim Moffett back in the 1980s. I would have liked a bigger sampling...but how many
Lion Safety Firsts are floating around?!

The actual numbers, here, are incidental. It’s the frequency of the business type compared to the
frequencies of other business types. Not surprisingly, Restaurants comprise almost half the sample and
far outstrip the appearance of any other category. Hotels come in second. There were no covers from
auto courts, but there was an ‘Inn’ that was clearly what we would call a ‘motel’ today. The actual
word ‘motel’ wasn’t coined until 1925, in San Luis Obispo, CA, so it certainly hadn’t become
popularized by 1928, when Lion discontinued its ‘Safety First’ footer.

Everything else shown here put in a relatively minor showing, with Clubs and Drug Stores topping
the list of ‘also-rans’. In perspective, though, Chinese Restaurants, Country Clubs, and Laundries/
Cleaners have a respectable showing, I think. I would have thought Banks would have been more
prolific, but that may just be a quirk of this sampling.

Some categories from the 1920s have basically disappeared in modern times due to obsolescence—
Haberdashers, Ballrooms, and Newsstands, for example. Many
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