
Signal Corps 
 

   The United States Army Signal Corps 

develops, tests, provides, and manages 

communications and information systems 

support for the command and control of 

combined arms forces. It was established in 

1860, the brainchild of United States Army 

Major Albert J. Myer, and has had an 

important role from the American Civil War 

through the current day.  

 

   On August 1, 1907, an Aeronautical Division was established within the 

office of the Chief Signal Officer. In 1908, the Wright brothers made test 

flights of the Army's first airplane built to Signal Corps' specifications. Army aviation remained within 

the Signal Corps until 1918, when it became the Army Air Service. 

 

   The Signal Corps lost no time in meeting the challenges of World War I. Chief Signal Officer George 

Owen Squier helped perfect radio tubes while creating a major signal laboratory at Camp Alfred Vail 

(Fort Monmouth). Early radiotelephones developed by the Signal Corps were introduced into the 

European theater in 1918. While the new American voice radios were superior to the radiotelegraph 

sets, telephone and telegraph remained the major technology of World War I. 

 

   A pioneer in radar, Colonel William Blair, director of the Signal Corps laboratories at Fort 

Monmouth, patented the first Army radar demonstrated in May 1937. Even before the United States 

entered World War II, mass production of two radar sets, the SCR-268 and the 

SCR-270, had begun. Along with the Signal Corps' tactical FM radio, also 

developed in the 1930s, radar was the most important communications 

development of World War II. 

During World War I women switchboard operators, AKA "Hello Girls", were 

sworn into the U.S. Army Signal Corps. Despite the fact that they wore U.S. 

Army Uniforms and were subject to Army Regulations (Chief Operator Grace 

Banker received the Distinguished Service Medal), they were not given 

honorable discharges but were considered "civilians" employed by the 

military, because Army Regulations specified the male gender. Not until 1978 

did Congress approve Veteran Status/Honorable discharges for the remaining 

"Hello Girls". 

 

   Since September 11, 2001, the Signal Corps has been supporting the Global 

War on Terror in both Operation Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. It is 

currently fielding the Warfighter Information Network - Tactical. It will 

eventually provide “On-The-Move” down to the Company level for 

Maneuver, Fires and Aviation Brigades, and will fully support the Future 

Combat Systems (FCS) program; and also provide protected Satellite 

Communications “On-The-Move” capability against jamming, detection and 

intercept and will be aligned with the Telecommunications Satellite (TSAT) 

program. 
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